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2008 Annual Report



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

PUBLIC POLICY AND PLANNING
Water Quality Debate

As the water quality debate for the
Chicago River wages on, it is critical that
Friends remains at the forefront of this
discussion. In FY2008 we continued to
support the water quality standards
proposed by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA) for the Chicago
Area Waterways. These standards,
currently being considered by the Illinois
Pollution Control Board (IPCB), have
become the main focus of our policy
work related to improving the water
quality of the Chicago River. We have a
historic opportunity to set the course for
a cleaner, healthier Chicago River
through our participation in this process.

Friends staff actively participated in
IPCB hearings during FY2008 and also
coordinated the coalition of environmental
groups that support the water quality
standards proposed by the IEPA. Friends
facilitated outreach for this effort, includ-
ing an informational meeting about dis-
infection at the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District (MWRD) in October
2007, building support from individuals,
families, user groups, and public officials.
Our activities included a public meeting
in June with more than 100 attendees,
online outreach, a river user survey, and
three published letters to the editor.

We completed the UAA fact sheet in
January 2008. An excellent tool for
educating stakeholders, we mailed it to
hundreds of local elected officials and

This monarch caterpillar was spotted one
week after the rain garden was planted.

Volunteers creating a downspout garden at

Friends volunteer stewardship demonstra-

tion site at Edgebrook Woods.

other interested parties and posted it on
our website as an informative but easy to
understand tool for the general public.
Friends’ staff and board have also
distributed the fact sheet at river related
events and speaking engagements. It is
available on Friends’ website,
www.chicagoriver.org/projects/clean_
water_and_healthy_fish/

ON THE GROUND

Demonstration Site at Edgebrook
Woods

In FY2008, Friends established a new
program called the River Volunteer
Stewardship Program to engage more
people in hands-on stewardship of the
Chicago River. One of the key elements
of the program is a new demonstration
site at the Forest Preserve District of
Cook County’s Volunteer Resource
Center adjacent to Edgebrook Woods,
along the North Branch in Chicago.

This pilot project is a hands-on, year-
round site where Friends and volunteers
work together to implement best
management practices (BMPs) such as
stream bank restoration, that directly
benefit the river. The program educates
volunteers about how to be good stewards
and how what they learn on-site can be

applied at home. Friends staff members
serve as site stewards, managing restora-
tion workdays for community groups,
corporate teams, and students from
Chicago area schools. FY2008 work
included rain garden installation, water
quality testing through monitoring
activities, and invasive plant removal.

Ongoing activities include monitoring
plant communities, participating in mussel
and macroinvertebrate surveys, and con-
ducting habitat assessments. These activi-
ties illustrate how improving natural areas
is part of the ongoing and long-term effort
of improving the Chicago River.

The project was designed to strengthen
our volunteers’ relationships with
Friends, get them excited about the river,
and help them develop a sense of
ownership by keeping them involved.
The ultimate goal is to build on this
sense of pride, to empower volunteers to
act as the voice of the Chicago River and
that these enthusiastic and active
volunteers become advocates for the
improvement and protection of the
Chicago River in perpetuity.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

McCormick Tribune & Chicago
River Bridgehouse Museum

The Bridgehouse Museum reveals the
inextricable relationship between the
Chicago River and the development of
our city and region. Furthermore, our
exhibits detail how the growth of the city
affected the health of the river. They cele-
brate how, through community organiza-
tion and inter-sector collaboration, the
Chicago River is on a path to recovery
that includes the return of many wildlife
species and increased use of the river as a
civic amenity and economic engine.

During FY2008, which includes part of
our calendar 2007 season, we welcomed
3,661 visitors — a 13 percent increase in
daily average attendance over our inaugu-
ral season in 2006. Friends opened the
Bridgehouse Museum on May 1 for our
2008 season and welcomed 2,505 visitors
in May and June alone. On May 10,
2008, the museum celebrated Chicago



The Bridgehouse Museum offers the public

an environmental and bistorical experience,

all about the Chicago River.

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

River Day by waiving admission, and the
results were astounding: the museum
welcomed a record 882 visitors in one
day. Our regular daily attendance in
June 2008 registered a 70% increase
over June 2007.

We focused on fund diversification proj-
ects that were leveraged by McCormick
Foundation’s generous challenge grant.
We launched the Bridgehouse Museum
Corporate Club, inviting membership as
another means to increase revenue.

Friends continued increasing our museumn’s
visibility and attendance by launching
several new partnerships and events in
2008 that we expect will become part of
our museum’s annual programming. To
mark our season opening on May 1,
Friends partnered with the Chicago Park
District for a fish liberation ceremony
symbolizing the return of wildlife to the
river. More than 75 people joined
Friends’ staff and Park District fish
wranglers at the Bridgehouse Museum to
adopt baby bluegills for $5, name them

and release them into the river.

In addition to our 2008 highlights,
Friends’ program activities included:

POLICY AND PLANNING

North Branch Watershed Project
Planning Committee

Friends provided leadership, community
organizing, advocacy and funding strategies
for research projects, real estate development
proposals and education and stewardship
activities. The committee met six times
in FY2008 and approved eight total
projects for funding to improve the
North Branch sub-watershed.

ON-THE-GROUND
Chicago River Day

Chicago River Day, our annual water-
shed-wide clean-up effort, was a tremen-
dous success again on May 10, 2008.
Over 3,800 volunteers worked at 58 sites

River Day 2008 volunteers pulling invasive
garlic mustard plants.

throughout the Chicago River watershed,
cleaning and restoring sites along the
river. School and community groups,
religious congregations, scouting troops
and corporate teams collected 28 tons of
garbage and recyclables and over 200
bags of invasive plants. Additionally, we
welcomed 882 visitors to our
McCormick Tribune Bridgehouse &
Chicago River Museum as part of the

event’s new educational component.

Bridgehouse fish liberation day, Spring 2008.
A baby bluegill ready for release, celebrating
the revitalization of the Chicago River!

Between June 19 and June 29, the
Bridge-house Museum hosted Working
Boats of the Chicago River in partner-
ship with the Chicago Police Marine &
Helicopter Unit, Chicago Department of
Streets & Sanitation, Chicago Fire
Department, MWRD, Chicago River
Rowing & Paddling Center and Friends’
own Canoe Program. Working Boats
educates visitors about the many agencies
that work to keep our river clean, safe and
vibrant by allowing visitors to view the
boats up close and talk to the crews
about their work on the river.

North Branch Open Space
Council

Friends, as part of the North Branch
Open Space Council, continued ongoing
work with municipalities to preserve
open space in our headwaters (Gurnee,
Libertyville, Mettawa) and upper regions
of the watershed, contributing to better
water quality.

North Branch Dam Modification

Friends continued to lead the North
Branch Dam modification project team
to provide fish passive for healthier
aquatic habitat. In FY2008, MWRD
funded the design and construction of a
model that will replicate recommended
solutions for dam modification, as
proposed by Friends, based on findings
of our 2006 feasibility study. Also,
Friends’ staff laid the groundwork with

other dam owners to begin review of
their dams in FY2009.



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Chicago River Schools Network

Through field trips, service learning,
Student Congress, classroom presenta-
tions and support for teachers, Friends
continued to impact hundreds of
Chicago school teachers and thousands
of students in K-12 grades in FY2008.
We developed and printed three different
Chicago River Action-Adventure Pocket
Guides. These age-appropriate guides are
filled with environmental information,
visuals, and activities for use by teachers,
students and their families. Development
of our online data collection website
began, which is yet another resource to
support teachers and students, who can
contribute data about the river, as well as
learn from data collected from other
student and teacher contributors.

Michigan Avenue Fish Hotel

Based on what we have learned in previ-
ous seasons, Friends spent spring FY2008
enhancing the fish hotel’s structural
design and planting palette to enhance
the project aesthetically and as habitat.
Staff produced new Michigan Avenue
Fish Hotel interpretive materials to edu-
cate visitors about the function and
structure of the pilot habitat project.
Additionally, we installed several
interpretive sign boards that reported

Gage Park High School students investigate
the Chicago River on a Chicago River
Schools Network field trip.

A young Flatwater Classic canoe and kayak race paddler enjoys a day on the Chicago River.

water quality reports daily to inform the
public of information such as dissolved
oxygen rate, pH, temperature, E Coli
presence, and turbidity. Friends also ran

guided tours from the bridgehouse museum.

Canoe Program

Through our annual Chicago River
Flatwater Classic canoe and kayak race,
our educational urban canoe trips, and
an agreement with the Chicago Park
District, we engaged over 800 paddlers in
FY2008. Friends continued with our
ongoing priority of introducing people to
the Chicago River through on-the-water
experiences.

OTHER INITIATIVES
Big Fish Ball

The third annual Big Fish Ball on June
26, 2008 was spectacular! Friends of the
Chicago River raised over $185,000 and
grew event income by 23%.

The summer evening festivities included
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and a sumptu-
ous al fresco dinner; live Chicago River
animals; and a gospel performance by
Chicago Mass Choir that brought down
the house. Remarks by Mayor Richard
M. Daley and Chris Kennedy were
among the other highlights. Our back-
drop was the spectacular city skyline and
Wolf Point, where the North Branch,

Main Stem, and South Branch of the

river converge.

Some of Chicago's most prominent and

diverse leaders in the civic and corporate
communities were among the nearly 450
guests who attended, including present-

ing sponsor Crain’s Chicago Business as

well as 31 additional sponsors.

New Five-Year Strategic Plan

Utilizing our Action Plan for the Chicago
River: Getting Specific, Friends completed
a new five-year strategic plan in the sec-
ond quarter of FY2008. The invigorating
planning process renewed board and staff
members’ commitment and enthusiasm.
Friends’ strategic goals, values and vision
statements now guide our annual process
of planning of goals, strategies, tactics,
and measurable outcomes and will do so
through 2012.

The Big Fish Ball was a resounding success
in 2008. A live performance by the Chicago
Mass Choir brought down the house.



FISCAL YEAR 2008 SUPPORTERS

The board of directors, staff and volunteers
of Friends of the Chicago River recognize
and thank all of the people and organiza-

tions who have supported our work.

INDIVIDUALS

$5,000 and up
Cinda and Fred Axley
Julie and Parker Hall

$2,000 to $4,999

Kenneth M. Arenberg and
Susanne Swisher

Craig and Kate Coit

Robert G. Cunningham

Stanley and Sarah Dietzel

Sally Fletcher

Jay Franke and Pamela Baker

Lawrence M. Kaplan

Jim King

Lois Morrison and Justin Daab

Harold and Adeline Morrison

William and Sheryl Sharp

Raymond and Sarie Wambaja

David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan

$1,000 to $1,999

Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown

Grant Crowley

Richard and Gayle Dompke

Joel and Susan Fink

Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

Melinda and Ray Geraldson

Kathy Henrichs

Thomas H. Honn

Chris and Nan Parson

Sharon M. Perrine

David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer

David and Stacy French Reynolds

The Howard J. and Paula M. Trienens
Foundation

Ralph and Julie Anne Walsh

Bryan and Diane Whitehead

$500 to $999

John W. Baird

E.M. Bakwin

Clark T. Baurer

Jennifer Bosch

Martha Hirsh Cameron

Kate Chappell

Vernita Cole

Daniel Drew and Alice Calek
H. James and Mary Alexis Fox
Charles E. Frank, MD

Philip Garoon and Family
Cy and Maria Shay Griffith

Michael Heltzer

James and Nancy Hotchkiss
Barbara H. Howard

David Jones and Jayne Lilienfeld
Brian and Tripti Kasal

Donna LaPietra and Bill Kurtis
Jacqueline Loewe

Marjorie Miller-Brownstein
William and Kate Morrison
Jonelle Niffenegger

Richard and Margaret Notebaert
Elizabeth Friedman O'Connor
Karen Peters

David and Marcia Rigg

David and Melissa Rosen
Cynthia M. and Robert E. Sargent
Patrick Slattery

David and Rachel Solzman
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Ron and Dee Tevonian

Laurene von Klan

Charles Vygantas

Max West

Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$100 to $499

Chris Abbinante

Fred and Cindy Acker

Maggie Adams

Sandra Allen and Jim Perlow

Jill Allread

Joanne H. Alter

Amy Klein Alter

Vincent and Sally Anderson

James and Corinne Anderson

Andrew K. Arenberg

David and Tina Ariola

Michael Aulenta

Geoffrey Baer and Amelia Kohm

Katharine K. Baker

Bob Baldwin and Marilynne Felderman

Evelyn S. Balik

Timothy Ball

Walter and Elsa Bandi

Peter and Robin Baugher

Joan Beak

Wayne and Linda Belanger

Doreen Bell

Josephine Bellalta

George and Ellen Benson

David Berten

Robert E. and Barbara Bevan

T. Bielecki

Patti Blazer

Christopher J. Boebel and
Glenna R. Eaves

Martha M. Boudewyns

Glenn P. Brady

Chris and Cathy Breitenbach
Amy E. Brierly

Karen Braun Brodwolf

Laurence and Kathleen Burd
Christopher B. Burke

Weston Morris and Suellen Burns
R.G. Burns

John and Toni Burt

Kathryn Callaghan

David Callahan

Ellen Carnahan

Daniel and Jill Casey

Martin Cassell

Robert and Marsha Cassidy
Chuck and Jodi Cerny

Emily S. Chapman

Ryan W. Chew

Randall and Lynn Clark

Eugene and Ruth Coan

Robert and Elizabeth Coffin
Tom and Ann Cohrs

J. David Cole

Daniel D. Coleman

Levin and Craine

Margaret Cunningham

William Daniels and Ellen Carnahan
Faye Davis

Jean de St. Aubin

Robert and Quinn Delaney
Charles and Laurel Doherty
George Dohrmann 111

Lynn Donaldson and Cam Avery
Rory Donnelly

David Dranove

Thomas and Theresa Drouillard
Marilyn Drury-Katillo

Joel Dryer

Sonya Duchak

Margaret Duncan

Richard Dykstra

Mark Dym

Tom Earley and Maureen Greene
Karen A. Egerer

Peter Erickson

Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Karin Evans

Jessica Fay

M. Felderman and R. Baldwin
Riva Feshbach and Christopher J. Burgess
Elaine Fiffer

Mary Lou Finn

Michael Flanagan

Tim and Kiristin Flentye

Archie Fletcher

John and Sandy Flink

Peter and Ginny Foreman
Patricia A. Fosmoe

Lisa Foss



FISCAL YEAR 2008 SUPPORTERS

Harry Fox

Michelle Fox

Michael and Allison Frerker
Susan Friedman

Stephen B. Friedman

Matthew Friesl

Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Sy and Susan Frolichstein
Patricia R. Gallagher

Charles R. Gardner

Larry A. Gehrke

Ann Generali and Susan Borrelli
Meredith C. George

Charles and Suzette Gilchrist
Shelley S. Gordon

J. Stanley and Nan Graves

Tim Green

Mark Green

August Greidanus

Esther Grimm

Charles and Jill Gross

Jeff Grossman and Nancy Gidwitz
Scott Grundberg

Alan M. Gunn and Maria Pfister
James and Kathleen Gysler
Matthew and Patricia Halper
Michael Hans and Ellen Damlich
Lee Hansen

Debra Hass

H.G. Hawes

David Heidt

Creighton R. Helms

Ronald Henrichs

Nancy Hensold

David Hetrick

Tracy Hixon

Brent A. Hoffmann

William and Mary Holloway
Fred and Lisa Horowitz

Jerry Horwitz

Bob and Terry Hudzik

The Huizenga Family

Thomas J. Johnson

Kim Jones

Stephen Joyce and Susan Kaufman
Thomas and Diane Judge
Naeem Karriem

Barry N. Katz

Tom and Colleen Keaveny

John Keefe

Mathew J. Keller, Jr.

Charles A. Kelly

Mary and Rob Khoury

Ron and Dena Kilgus

Susan Kiner

Nancy Kittle

Linda Knibbs

John Knox

Douglas and Catherine Knuth

Betty H. Kolb

Walter and Susan Kowalczyk

Bev Krams

Milan Kratka

Rosemary Krimbel

Brynn Krogh

Andrew Kuby and Leslye Winslow

Edward J. and Nancy C. Lace

Mary E. Lambert

Lanyon/Richman Family

Barbara E. Lapp

Raymond Lehman

Pete Leki and Deborah Albano

Randall Leurquin

David M. Levin

Jeffrey Lewis

Bud and Carol Lifton

Ken Litchfield

John and Rochelle Lodder

Rich London

Suzanne K. Lopez

Cary Loseau

Henry Lotsof and Susan Phillips

John Lupinos

James and Judy Macdonald

Donald and Margaret Mackay

Michael and Renee Mahoney

Susan Malone

Sharon M. Marcisz

Clark N. Maxfield

Richard and Sonia McArdle, in honor of
Rachel Horowitz' bat mitzvah

Martin and Barbara McDonagh

Douglas and Barbara McDonough

S. Michael McLaughlin

Kathryn McNeil

George Mead

Davis and Sharon Merwin

Stephen and Sheila Miller

Ed Miller

Mary Ellen Mitchanis

Steve and Cindy Mitchell

Floyd and Tobi Mittleman

John Moffat

Vid and Lisa Mohan-Ram

David Monson

William J. Mooney

Jon Morris

Mary Muehlstein

Martin and Colleen Mulroe

David and Agnes Murdoch

Francis Murphy

John Murphy

Claudia Naue

Kristine Neurauter

Dani Nichols

Mark Nichols

Dan Orlikoff
Randall and Audrey Bunting Ostroff
Seana Ozinga

Martin Ozinga IV
Geoffrey A. Parson
Nicole Paul

Moira L. Peel

Janet Pellegrini

John and Janet Petrovski

Robert Pfannkuche and Chris Cercone

Ira Pilchen and Kathryn McCabe
Kenneth J. Poje

Stephen J. Pokorny

Irwin and Jill Polls

Stephen Prassas

Steve Quast and Ellen Frisbie
Catherine Quill

Barry and Barbara Quinn

Jim Rabb

Sara Rankin

Francis and Barbara Rechtien
Michael Reed and Camille Olson
Douglas Reese

Jose A. Reynes

Peggy G. Richards

Jim and Debbie Robinett

Lois E. Rogatz

E. M. Rosen

Hiriam Rubin

Susan B. Rubnitz

Ralph and Jo Anne Rydholm
John and Dana Ryszetnyk
Anthony and Emily Salemi
Hu-Friedy Manufacturing Co., Inc.
Sigrid M. Schmidt

Diane Schurecht

Terry Schy

Mark and Nikki Shields

Amy Shivvers

Debra Shore

Glenn Sieverson

Ann Marie Slater and Joe Arden
Robert and Mary Snediker
James and Laura Soderberg
William A. Spence

Carolyn Spetl

Sara Dixon Spivy

John Spraggins

Leslee D. Spraggins

Jeffrey and Nikki Sriver

Dorr St. Clair and Andrew Herzog
Levi Stahl and Stacey Shintani
David and Ingrid Stalle
Marilynn Stammich

Robert E. Stanley

Stephen Stanton

Joshua Steffan

Carol Stein
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Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Stemler

James Sterling

Gene and Joan Stunard

Carl and Eileen Subak

Michael and Margaret Sweeney

Philip Swisher

Janet H. Taylor, in honor of John and
Joan von Leesen

Jeffrey M. Thielen

John Thomason

Christopher E. Thorpe

Michael J. Tobin

Darryl Tom

Robin Trasciatti

Joan Turk

Thomas and Sandra Ullmann

Eric Utech

Thomas Varney

John and Joan von Leesen

Clark and Joan Wagner

William and Jayne Walsh

Ed Walsh

Robert and Lisa Walsh

Margaret A. Wander

Mike Warner

Mark Weglarz

Bernard Weiner

Frances Weinstein

Shannon Weisblatt

Patty Werner

Jeff Willian

Kristie Willis

Bradley H. Winick and Janet L. Settle

A. Virginia Witucke

Jeffrey Wlodarczak

Sharon Woodhouse

Michael and Mary Woolever

Jennifer L. Worstell

Mark Wortsmann

Byron Wyns

Albert Yeo

Eric and Lisa Yondorf

Marvin Zonis and Lucy Salenger

Wayne Zuschlag

$50 to $99

Nathan and Mayumi Aaberg
John and Brenda Aaberg

Dr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Aldinger
Richard M. and Andrea Amend
Lawrence and Therese Amidei
Adrienne Ancheta

Randy and Lorraine Barba
Emily Benedict

Danny and Elizabeth Bentley
Gershon and Suzanne Berkson

Caryn Berman
Rudy and Liz Bernath

Rich and Judy Besler

Nancy Black

Bill and Victoria Boies

Russell and Miriam Bonham
Joshua Borton

Linda J. Braasch

Joan K. Bradbury and Jo Anderson, Jr.
Todd Bradley

Steve Brown

Stacey Busbee

Nick and Margaret Castrovillari
Benjamin and Cynthia Chereskin
Penelope Chlebicki

David Chungbin and Judith Shaver
Margaret M. Cipolla

Allison Clark

Martin Roth Cohen

Naomi J. Cohn

Roger and Ann Cole

Elizabeth Coleman

John and Dorothy Collins

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M Covey, Jr.
Paul and Diane Culhane

Albert and Eva Dargiel

George and Diana Davis
William and Sue Davis

Carla Dehmlow

Gabriel Djebali

Patricia D. Dominguez
Anthony Dornacher and Timothy State
Kelly and Chris Dougherty
Peter B. Draper

John and Barbara Eckel
Stephanie Elzey

Eliot Ephraim

Richard and Marjorie Ettlinger
Ann Marie Ferguson

Edward Foppe

Dea Rae Fort

Robert and Joan Fragen
Cynthia Frahm

Paul and Susan Freehling

Paul H. Fricke

Richard and Margery Frisbie
Dolores C. Fucik

Kent and Jeryl Fuller

Leslie and Katrina Garner

Holly Gerberding

Barbara Gerk

Neil Gerlach

Terry Glenn

Michael Guzan

Alfred and Katherine Hackbarth
Phil Hague

Richard L. Haines

Richard W. Hallett

Patrick and Dianne Halligan
James G. Hansen

Emily Harris and James Ridker
David and Dorothy Hawley
Will Heelan and Patricia Snowdon
Gevenina Heimsoth
Robert and Amy Heinrich
Elinor Hite
Judith Holley
Terrance and Karyn Holm
Peter and Mary Kay Holmes
Robert S. and Susan Harvey Houston
Leslie Hughes
Carolyn W. Hulse
Randy and Deborah Iaboni
Anthony and Judy lacuzzi
Brian Israel and Mary Lassila
Roark Johnson and Susan Murray
Elise Jones
Robert and Marion Kelliher
Helen J. Kessler
Bryan and Deborah Keyt
Patricia H. Kiley
Philip Kinsella
Robert and Ellen Kircher
I. E. and Mildred Kirsh
Andrew Klug
Toby Knight
Kenneth W. Koehler
Stanley Kozik and Joan Hannant
Anthony Kurpiewski
Yishun Lai
Cameron Lane
Walter G. Larkin
John Lemon and Brenda Brdar
John and Jill Levi
Lorraine Lindstrom
Amy E. Little and family
Mars and Sanna Longden, in honor of

Mick Hans and Ellen Damlich
Chris Loonan
Janet Lougee
Kay E. B. MacNeil
Steven and Linda Mandel
Natalie Mannerino
Shawn Marnell
Laurie B. Marston
Kathleen Mastricola
Bud Mathieu
Jeffrey Banks and

Joan Gumowitz Matthews
John and Jennifer Maxson
J. Peter and Maija May
James McBride

Margaret McCurry and Stanley Tigerman

Holly McDonald

Charles and Alice McEnery

Lynne McKinzie Pallesen

Bill McLaughlin and Carolyn Cullen
G. Douglas McMahon
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Stephen and Sandra McVeigh
David Menefee

Gail Merritt and Paul Brayman
Pete Mesha

Richard and Elizabeth Messersmith
Roger K. Metz

David and Janet Midgley

Akira Morita

Annie Morse and Kevin Pierce
John Mosby

Thomas and Cecilia Murphy
Adam and Debra Natenshon
Richard Nathan and Anne Kubert Nathan
Van and Ingrid Neathery

John and Eve Neilson

Nancy L. Niemi

Robert W. Noble and Carolyn S. White
Thomas Obrien

Kathleen O'Brien

Linda L. Olson

Leah and James Pacana

Michael Pauken

Alison A. Pease

Terry and Marylynne Petersen
Thomas W. Phelan

James S. Phillips

Alan and Sigrid Pilgrim

Stewart and Evelyn Pinsof

Bob and Carol Piper

Sreenivas Pondicherry

James Prescott

Marjorie H. Pries

Jeffrey and Cheryl Pytlarz

John and Betsy Quail

Roy Quitshaw

Larry Randich

Edward and Melanie Ranney
David Ray

Anna Resor

Chad Rice

M.H. and Ellen C. Riley

Michele Rosaou

Mike Rosenthal and Annice Moses
Larry and Marcia Ross

Peter and Edythe Rubnitz
Michael Ruggirello

Charles and Louise Saltzman
Mike Samson

Andrew and Cathy Scheman
William Schmidt

Lee and Joanne Schmitz

David Schultz and Martha Kaempfe
Steven and Nancy Ruther Schwab
Alison Schwarz

Bruce and Margaret Sents

Beverly Serrell

Edward Shih

Pamela Sims

Nancy Slager

Maureen M. Slavin

Melvin and Joanne Soderstrom
Michael and Marsha Spak
Seth and Carol Ann Stein
Maurice and Donna Steiner
Susan Stephenson

Marlene Stern

Jerry T. Stevens

Terry and Ruth Stevig

Ursula B. Storb

Denise Strange-Ince

Thomas Struif

Barry Sullivan

Jack Tabor

Deane H. Tank

Nancy Jo Tarpy Cole

Henry O. Taylor and Lynn Martin
Glenn Tisdale

Maria Tornga

Virginia Townsend

Robert and Christine Tyler
Ronald and Julie Vander Weele
Lenora Viscardi

Steve Warner and Anne Heider
Charles Wathen

Tony Watrobinski

Rick Watson

Constance Weil

Julie Weissman

Ken Wexler and Kim Stone
William and Susan White
Sean Wiedel

Ronald and Lyn Willis

Charles and Laurie Runyan Yorke
Rudy and Evelyn Zaar

$25 to $49

Carey Anderson

Art Andros

Yuriy Ardashnikov

Edward J. Bailey

Gerry J. Bakker

John Barbato

Neal Barg

Steve and Susan Barg

Jaime Barnes

Robert Beard

Bruno Beccaria

Barbara Becker

Jay and Kelly Behn

Robin Belleau

Lindsay Beller

Patricia Benjamin and Martha Fourt
Philip Bergquist and Ingrid Kubitz
Joel Berman

Ken M. Billings

Harold and Bette Rose Blair

Danny Bobrow

Marshall Bohlin

Paul Boomer

David Boomer

Zachary Borders

Christina Brennan

Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Donald and Joan Browning
Bob Brubaker

Philip Burgert

Regan Burke

Dennis Burmeister

Kimbra Burnside

Greg Buseman

Bridget Bush

Tim Calkins and Carol Saltoun
Lee B. Canfield, CLU
Richard Carlson

Jeff Carter

Wayne Chada

Berniece Chu

Regina M Ciesla

Marian Cioe

Robert Clark

William Claspy

Frank and Ellen Clements
Greg Clingan

Kenneth and Charlene Clinkman
Jeffrey T. Cohen

Jeannine Colaco

Len Colen

J. Conrath

Michael Cooper

Benjamin Cox

Cindi Crockett

Eric Cup

Ilene Dailey

Ulrich Danckers, M.D.
Lynn C. Danford

Bob Danon

David Dattilo

Erin Daughton

Thomas Davey

Edna Carol Davis

Geoff and Roz Diegan
Wynne Delacoma

Harlan and Jane Dellsy
Pablo Denes

James Des Jardins

Mariyan Dimitrov

Karen J. Dimond

Frank Dina

Morton and Arline Doblin
Gregory M. and Marie A. Dold
Erica L. Dolgin

Irwin and Charlene Drobny
Chris and Colleen Dumelle
Jon and Natalie Dvorak
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Meredith Dytch

Daniel Dziedzic

Jerry Eberle

Andrew Egel

Darryl Einhorn

John and Sheila Elliott
Harry V. Ellis, 111

Jerry Enenstein

Beth Erickson

Evan Faassen

James and Gail Fairhall
Barbara Figler

Patrick Finucane

Mark Fisher

Kiril Florov

Jessica Fox

Timothy and Janet Fox
Louise Frank

Nancy Freehafer

Thomas and Dorothea Frisbie
Nancy L. Gajewski

Joseph Galli

Jaime Geils

Jonathan Genzen

Terry and Deborah Giannoni
Donna M. Gleixner

Steve Glisson

Matt Gluckman and Robin Remer
David and Clara Goetsch
Thomas E. Goldblatt
Charles Gorman

Jerold and Ann Graff
Michael and Juliet Gray
Timothy and Joyce Greening
Matthew Grimes

Schofield and Sue Gross
Eston and Sandra Gross
Donald Gucinski

Patrick Gunn

Pooja Gupta

Ed Hahn

Claire Halpin

Harboe and Becker

D.A. Haymes and L.J. Winter
Gricelda Hernandez

Scott Hilk

Lawrence and Christine Hodak
Kim Hoffman

James L. Hogan, Jr.

Paul Homer

Leslie Hornig

Thomas J. Houlihan
Raynaldo Howard

Mike Hughes

James Hutchison and Nancy Faunce
Joan Johns

William Johnson

Lois M. Johnson

Denton Jorgensen

Norton and Barbara Josephson
Arlene Kaganove

Brian Karalow

Ethel L. Katz

Michael J. Kelly

Paul Kendall and Vicki Hague-Kendall
Cyrus Khazai

David W. Kleeman
Lucinda Klevay

John and Suzanne Klimowski
Tammy Kohl

Kiko and Carol Konagamitsu
Roman and Lynn Kozicki
Charles N. Kubert and Karen Muchin
Stuart Kuhn

Michael Kurtzer

Rob Lagorio

Doug and Peggy Lange
James R. Larson, Jr.

Mary Jane Lean

Deborah L. Leinweber
Richard and Diana Lepine
Heidi D. Levin

Bonnie Lewis

Irene Lindow

Joan V. Lindsay

Kevin Lingle

Daniel M. Loewenstein
John and Penelope Lord
Brian Lounsbury

Karen M. Luckritz

Melissa H. Luebbe

Dale Luitjohan

Veronica Luth

Patricia D. Lydon

Brian and Martha Lyke
John Macdonald Jr.

Jean Madigan

Joseph Mak

Dean T. Maragos

James C. Mark Jr.

A. J. and Charlotte Marks
Jamie Marshall

Derrick Martin

Diane Masuda

Jeffrey May

Jim Mayhercy

Scott McCausland

Scott McGarvey

Barbara McKenzie

Neil McNamara

Simone McNeil

Allan and Linda Mellis
Rita Meltzer

Robert Menard

Deb Mikasser

Dennis and Cynthia Miller

Laura Beth Miller

Alicia Misna

Sara Mooney

John D. Moore

Colleen Moroney-Maia
Lisa Murphy

Christopher Myers

Paul Nagel

Rett Nelson

Marta Nelson

Irwin E Noparstak

Mike Norris

Nicholas Norris

Peter Nowakowski

James Nuesslein

Leslie Oberholtzer
Christina Ochs

John and Susan O'Connell
Sharon O'Donnell
Lindsay Olson

Julie Olsonn

Charles and Vicki Otis
Joe Pagliari

Amreek Paintal

Nancy Patton

Susan A. Peckham

Joan Pernecke

Jerry Peterson

Carl and Carri Peterson
Jamie Phillippe

Jennifer Pietka

Elizabeth A. Pinter
William Pomerantz
Kenneth Porrello and Sherry McFall
Bill and Sue Quinlan

Jim and Catherine Quirke
Christine Rascati

Jay Scott Readey and Lisa Diane McGill
Patricia Reed

Alane A. Repa

Carlton and Barbara Resnick
William and Gail Riggs
Bill and Kathy Riordan
FElaine Robbins

Susan Roberts

Donald M. Robinett
Samuel Rosenberg
Elizabeth Rucker

Luis and Natalia Salces
Richard and Irene Sandler
Kenneth Schenatzki

Ben and Marianne Schenker
Wayne and Gail Schimpff
David Schmid

Steven Schmitz

Jim Schnatterly

Virginia Schulte

Harry Schuster



FISCAL YEAR 2008 SUPPORTERS

Sandra Sekulich

Barbara Shelly

Guy and Barbara Shuman
Alan Sidlo

Leif R. Sigmond Jr.

Dr. Jean Silvestri and J. Dade Darby
Josh Simerman

W. Ronald and Greta Sims
Mike Sinner

Christopher N. Skey and Nancy J. Claar
Roy Smith

John E. Smith

Don and Susan Sobczak
Ronnie Jo Sokol

Richard and Carole Spreitzer
David Stanford

John Stephens

Gareth Stevens

John and Sally Sullivan
Ross E. Sweeny, Jr.

Daniel and Susan Swett
Lola Sze

Mary Szpur

Charles A. Tausché

Jill Taylor

Edward and Karen Tenner
Kelly M. TePastte

Nancy J. Thornton

Mary M. Tierney

Joseph Trenker

Rachel Urquhart

Michelle Uting and Miguel Vallejo
Marguerite Vercillo
Norman Victorson

Co Vuong

Claude A. Walker
Lawrence E. Weaver
David R. Weber

Rose Wehner

Paul Welsh

Jane Wenger

Laura West

Robert L. White, Jr.
Marilyn Williams

Sharon L. Williams
Michael Zudonyi

$5 to $24

Kristen M. Adomovicz
Steve Albertson and Jody Reeme
Santo Albright
Thomas Allabastro
Blaine Ashley

D. Harlean Barth
John and Ina Beierle
Catherine E. Bellario
Janet Lee Berent
Matthew Boch

Abraham Brustein
Michael T. Chirchirillo
Tom Connors

Eva Cribbs

Harold Davis

Gary Friedlander

Larry N. Gillard

Joel A. Goldberger
Steven Gould

Timothy S. Grant

Daniel Haumesser

Brian Hettinger

Rokko Jans

Stan Johnson

Tom Joyce

Vida Kazlauskas

Sasha and Eric Kerlow
Sixto Linares

Pat Marchese

Annie McAdoo

Howard and Judy McCue
Terrence McGuan

Diane M. Morgenthaler
German Nobile

Mike Olson

Mary D. Plunkett

Linda Rizza

Nancy H. Roate

Steve Rodgers

William and Lucille Rossberger
Michael D. Scarpino
Mark A. Scheunemann
Rodney Schlenker

Mark and Vada Seals
Alison Segal

Scott Seifrid

Del and Ruth Shimandle
Demetrios D. Skias

Brian Stanislawski

Karl and Christine Teske
Pamela J. Tsatsis

Robert A. Ulaszek

Chris and Juliane Van Meter
Freddie Walker

Robert and Donna Weinstein
Brian Wetmore

Stephen and Linda Wimbourne

FOUNDATION, CORPORATIONS
AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

$75,000 and up
The Boeing Company
EcoMedia LLC

$20,000 to $74,999

Alphawood Foundation

Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation

Robert R. McCormick Foundation

McDougal Family Foundation

NAVTEQ Corporation

Polk Bros. Foundation

Prince Charitable Trusts

Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company Foundation

$10,000 to $19,999

ACE INA

Bank of America Foundation

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

General Iron Industries

Hines

Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family
Foundation

Col. Stanley R. McNeil Foundation

Nuveen Investments

Oberweiler Foundation

Ozinga

Relations Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Tom's of Maine

$1,000 to $9,999

AECOM Environmental

The Alter Group

Aon Corporation

Aon Risk Management

Francis Beidler Foundation

The John Buck Company

Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, R.C.

The Care of Trees

Chicago Park District

CNA

ComEd

Crain's Chicago Business

Earth Share of Illinois

Earthwatch Institute, Inc.

Two North Riverside Plaza

Erehwon Mountain Outfitters

Fay's Point LLC

Jamee and Marshall Field Foundation

Firestone Complete Auto Care

General Growth Properties

Gensler

Great Lakes Kayak

Greater North Michigan Avenue
Association

Haffner Foundation

Hitchcock Design Group

HOK - Hellmuth, Obata + Kassabaum

Howard Gottlieb Living Trust

HSBC - North America

International Airport Centers
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IPA Charities Inc.

The Edith B. and Lee V. Jacobs
Fund No. 3

JCCC Foundation

Jenner & Block

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Lawrence's Fisheries, Inc.

Lowis & Gellen

Magellan Development Group

McDermott Will & Emery

Midwest Generation EME

Morton Salt

O'Brien's Restaurant & Bar

Ogden Avenue Materials

The Oppenheimer Family Foundation

Peoples Gas

Pircher, Nichols & Meeks

PricewaterhouseCoopers

The Rise Group

SET Environmental, Inc.

Shelbourne Development Group Inc.

Shoreline Sightseeing

The Siragusa Foundation

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP

Square Care

Stellar Productions, Inc.

Sun Trading LLC

The Trust for Public Land

USG Foundation, Inc.

V3 Companies

Christy Webber Landscapes

Wight & Company

WRD Environmental

$150 to $999

20/10 Engineering Group

Andes Capital Group, LLC

AT&T

Belgravia Group Ltd.

Chicago Academy of Sciences

DAI Environmental, Inc.

EAC Enterprises Limited Partnership

Eastland Disaster Historical Society

Engineering Resource Associates

Essanay Studio & Lighting Co., Inc.

Finkel Martwick and Colson PC

Flood Brothers Disposal and Recycling
Service

Friedman Properties Ltd.

Graphic Converting, Inc.

John Charles Midwest, Inc.

Katten Muchin Zavis Rosenman

Kenny Construction Company

Kraft Foods Matching Gifts Program

Lohan Anderson Architects

Lunar Media

Maine South High School

McBride Kelley Baurer

McCaffery Interest Inc.

Mead Witter Foundation, Inc.

Mercury Chicago's Skyline Cruiseline

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

MWH

OWP/P Architects Inc.

Ozinga

Pioneer Engineering and Environmental
Services

Reor Viridis

River North Residence Association

Serena Sturm Architects

Sidley & Austin

Solomon, Cordwell and Buenz

SpaceCo Inc.

Stellar26

$25 to $149

Alliance for the Great Lakes

Allstate Giving Campaign

James Anderson Company

Art & Linda's Wildflowers

Baetis Environmental Services, Inc.

Barnes and Thornburg, LLP

BBDO Chicago/Worldwide

Chicago Interactive Marketing Assn.

Chicago Jesuit Academy

Chicago Wheelers, Inc.

Chicago Wilderness

Collins High School

Fund Inc.

Glenbrook North High School

Grayslake North High School

Hitchcock Design Group

Houghton Mifflin Company

IPM Consulting LTD

Jewish Council for Youth Services

Jones College Prep

Kabbes Engineering, Inc.

Richard Knorr International, LTD

Lemont High School

Lino's Restaurant

Living Waters Consultants Inc.

The Loevy Consulting Group

McCaffery Interest Inc.

Morton Grove Woman's Club

North Cook County Soil & Water
Conservation

North River Commission

The Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

Ogden Avenue Materials

Queen of Peace High School

Reising Son Kayaks

Rubloff

John G. Shedd Aquarium

SpaceCo Inc.

Takeout Taxi

The Care of Trees

The Nature Conservancy

The Northwest Passage

Tilton, Kelly & Bell, L.L.C.

United Airlines

Verizon Foundation

Wolff Landscape Architecture, Inc.

Young Women's Leadership Charter
School

Government Grants and Contracts
Chicago Public Schools

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Illinois State University

University of Illinois

In-kind

A to Z Offset Printing

Cinda and Fred Axley

Austrian Airlines

Central Beverages—AriZona Beverage
Company

Chris Breitenbach

Crain’s Chicago Business

De La Costa

DuPage Forest Preserve District

The Fairmont Chicago

Fulton’s on the River

Goose Island Beer Company

Goose Island Handcrafted Sodas

Japonais

Jewel-Osco

K+K Hotels

Tom and Colleen Keaveny

Mati Johnson

McCormick and Schmick’s

Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc.

Chris and Nan Parson

David and Marcia Rigg

Rivers

Sausages by Amylu

Schulze and Burch Biscuit Co.

Sixteen

Smith & Wollensky

Sommers & Fahrenbach

Stellar Productions, Inc.

Phil Stefani Signature Events

Strack & Van Til

VIP Sports Marketing, Inc.

William and Jayne Walsh

Wristband Specialty



FISCAL YEAR 2008 FINANCIAL REPORT
Audited Statement of Revenues and Expenses for the 12 months ending June 30, 2008

Revenues
Government 4% $44,908
o
Foundation Grants 19% $227,645
O
@ Individuals 8% $101,136
@ Corporations 1% $128,577
Special Events 28% $336,500
O sp
Other 14% $167,895
o
(O Net Assets Released 16% $196,818
from Restriction
Total $1,203,479
Expenses
@ Programs 68% $785,572
(O Fundraising & Development 25% $295,445
@ Administration 7% $85,188
Total $1,166,205
Net Assets at Beginning of Year $790,067
Change in Net Assets -$159,545
Increase in Endowment $4,195

Net Assets at End of Year $634,717




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers

Craig Coit, president
Deputy CFO, Aon Risk Services

Cy H. Griffith, vice president
Marketing Director, Burke,
Warren, MacKay & Serritella, R2C.

David Reynolds, treasurer
Senior Department Manager,
AECOM

Environmental

Lois Morrison, secretary
Executive Director, Harold M. and
Adeline S. Morrison Family
Foundation

Directors

Kenneth M. Arenberg
River-Edge Resident

Fred Axley, president emeritus
Partner (retired), McDermott Will
& Emery

Kent Brown
Consultant, Kraft Foods

Kate Chappell
Vice President of Development,
Chicago Youth Centers

Grant Crowley
President, Crowleys Yacht Yard

Daniel Drew
Ouwner, The Drew Group, Inc.

Joel Fink
President, Allied Metal Company

Sally Fletcher
Vice President, Fletcher
Chicago, Inc.

Robert Friedman
River-edge resident

Lawrence M. Kaplan
Executive Vice President and
General Counsel, NAVTEQ
Corporation

Jacqueline J. Loewe
Vice President/Partner, Hitchcock
Design Group

Jim Mark
VIR, Director of Chicago Olffice,
Wight & Company

David Rosen
President and CEO, The
Competence Group, Inc.

David Solzman

Raymond Wambaja
Engineer, Sims Metal
Management, Inc.

Max West
Senior Vice President, Willis

Bryan Whitehead
Business Developmmt Manager,
PricewaterhouseCoopers

David Wong
Vice President, Certare Ventures

STAFF

Executive Director
Margaret Frisbie

Museum Director and
Program Manager
McCormick Tribune
Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum

Ozana Balan

Outreach Program Coordinator
Kim Bevan

Watershed Project Coordinator
Caitlyn Bolton

Director of Development
Suellen Burns

Development Assistant
Kasi Cooper

Manager of Community,
Volunteers, and Leadership
Cynthia Fox

Education Coordinator
Mark Hauser

Director of Education and
Outreach
Dana Murphy

Director of Watershed Planning
John Quail

Development Manager
Jill Taylor
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Chicago River

Forest
Preserve

INDIANA

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission Friends of the Chicago River is to preserve, protect
and foster the vitality of the Chicago River for the plant, animal
and human communities within its watershed. Friends achieves
this mission through three program areas: education programs
that foster awareness, involvement, and stewardship ethic; on-the-
ground projects that physically improve the quality of the
Chicago River; and policy and planning efforts that result in
systemic river improvements.

Friends of the Chicago River is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation
and is eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. The gov-
erning body of Friends is the board of directors which sets the
organization’s policies and procedures, controls its fiscal affairs,
manages its assets, and oversees the executive director. The
executive director is an ex officio member of the board of directors
and is the principal executive officer of the organization.

THE CHICAGO RIVER

The Chicago River watershed extends from Lake County to
southern Cook County and includes the Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Canal and the Cal-Sag Channel. The Chicago River has a
fascinating natural and cultural history and has undergone many
human modifications from channelization to the reversal of its
flow. An increasingly popular recreational resource, the river also
supports a diversity of wildlife and economic uses. The Chicago
River has played a central role in the development of the Chicago
region and continues to do so today as a natural, economic and
recreational resource, loved, cherished and used by the people of
this region.

Friends of the Chicago River

28 East Jackson Blvd., Suite 1800 | Chicago, Illinois 60604-2272 | Tel 312.939.0490 | Fax 312.939.0931 | www.chicagoriver.org | www.bridgehousemuseum.org



