December 10, 2009

Re: Watershed Management Ordinance

Mr. Joseph Sobanski

100 E. Erie. Street

Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Mr. Sobanski,

I urge the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District to adopt a strong watershed management ordinance to protect Cook County residents from additional flooding and improve river, stream and wetland quality.  MWRD’s proposed Watershed Management Ordinance should be revised to:

· Apply to the many small lots that exist in a highly developed county like Cook.  Right now the draft ordinance would only cover a small fraction of properties in the county, which would limit its overall impact on floods and water quality.
· Prevent flooding by allowing developers to utilize innovative, green, stormwater best management practices such as rain and rooftop gardens, bioswales, and porous paving to capture rainwater where it falls and hold it in place so it can soak into the ground.  
· Include language to direct and strengthen the MWRD’s existing education efforts to focus on educating the public about actions they can take on their property to reduce runoff, including a “zero discharge” goal for every property.  
· Protect the best streams and wetlands in Cook County with higher standards against their destruction and with larger buffer requirements.

Please adopt the Watershed Management Ordinance and extend the best protections possible to our watersheds. 
Sincerely,
Name

Address

City, State
